PREFACE
I have attempted in these pages to tell the story of India's
struggle for freedom. It is an inspiring story, and I hope that some
at least of the inspiration is communicated in the telling of it.
For more than a hundred and fifty years nov;, our people have
fought, in varying ways and with varying fortune, against British
imperialism, Britain imposed on India the f:rst indisputably foreign
domination, the first ineluctable mechanism of exploitation. Imper-
ialism, however, breeds its own contradiction and is enmeshed
ultimately in coils of its own making. Today v;e are witnesses, there-
fore, to imperialism's last-ditch battle for self-preservation. It is an
effort that is doomed, and our people, along with others who bear its
foul yoke, are preparing for the day when its death-knell will be
rung.
India never submitted supinely to the alien intruder. Before even
we had a bourgeoisie, and therefore also the wherewithal for a full-
fledged national movement, we fought with whatever crude weapons
were at hand. To this fight all contributed, Hindus as well as
Muslims, though from time to time, as I have tried to show, there
were in this effort distinguishable-strands, predominantly Muslim or
Hindu in coloration. To bring these strands together, to combine
elements whose variegation was not and could not be eliminated even
in the later and recognisably nationalist phases of our struggle for
freedom, is the lesson of Indian history.
The foundation of the Congress sixty years ago is generally con-
sidered to mark the beginnings of our national movement, I have
striven to draw special attention to its grand prolegomena. There is
so much to be proud of in the story of our People's untutored and
untiring insurgence against the foreign conqueror, a story which is
only too sparsely told in books on the subject. And that story is
rich in lessons for the later and militant phases '.of our national
movement when it shed the early Congress's inhibited habit of pray-
ing devoutly for the not very gilded lollipops from Britain's
parliamentary confectionery.
I have appended bibliographical notes which will indicate the
extent of my debt to writers on the subject,   I must also acknowledge